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WEST MIDLANDS DEVELOPMENT

SELECTION OF AREAS FOR DEVELOPMENT
By J . A . SWARTS, Adviser, Soils Division

BEFORE commencing any clearing or fencing on a new property it is most important to
carefully select those areas which are to be developed first.

To obtain the best use of the West Midlands sandplain, each different soil type
must be considered and treated separately
according to its particular "land use." For
instance all gravelly soils with gravel
occurring within 15 inches of the surface
and the yellow-orange sands can be combined into a class which is suitable for
subterranean clovers and cereal cropping.
Other soil types can also be similarly
grouped into "land use classes."
In the West Midlands the main "land
uses" will be—
(1) Cropping.
(2) Growing clover.
(3) Growing serradella.
(4) Growing lupins.
1. Soils suitable for cropping
(a) Gravelly soils—soils with gravel
within 15 inches of the surface.
(b) Yellow - orange sands — bright
yellow sand from the surface.
2. Soils suitable for subterranean clover
(a) Gravelly soils.
(b) Yellow-orange sands.
3. Soils suitable for serradella
(a) Grey sand over gravel at 12 to 24
inches.
(b) Grey or yellow-grey sand over
yellow sand at 8 to 12 inches.
4. Soils suitable for lupins
(a) Grey sand over gravel at more
than 24 inches.

(b) Grey sand over very deep yellow
sand.
It is likely, and in fact expected, that
following several years of pasture, the
poorer sands will improve and become
more productive. It is possible that some
may even become suitable for cropping.
However, this should not be taken for
granted when planning initial development.
It is obviously best to define the most
productive "land use" and develop that
class first in order to obtain the highest and
earliest returns on the money invested. In
the first place, therefore, development
should be concentrated on a suitably large
and uniform area of gravelly soil and/or
yellow-orange sand—that is, on those soil
types known to be suitable for growing
cereal crops and subterranean clover. As
far as possible, the poorer soil types,
namely the grey sands with gravel at depth
and the very deep yellow sands, should be
developed last.
The boundaries of the initial clearing
can be defined to follow the major soil
type boundaries. Subsequent fencing according to these natural boundaries will
automatically separate the land into its
"land use classes."
The basic idea of "land use classes" can
be applied in all districts and is a practical
way of assessing the best use for land
before development begins. As the soil
and climatic factors can vary according to
dsitricts, the "land use" classes are not
necessarily the same for all areas. They
need to be determined for each district.
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